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: As a crystal structure often
\ encapsulates only a snapshot of a
R complex structure, which may or may
not be at equilibrium at the time of the
snapshot, so this book “captures” the state of
the complex field of supramolecular chemistry
through the lens of a Solvay Conference held at the
end of 2007. These conferences aim to bring
together the best scientists working in a topical
subfield of either physics or chemistry.

Each of the book’s chapters is adapted from the
conference talk given by one of the field’s leading
lights. Two points render it far more worthy of
interest than a typical collection of conference
proceedings.

First, the format of the conference included
several overview talks given by a major figure on a
theme wherein his (never her, alas) work figured
prominently, but each of these talks also included
the contributions of others. These thematic talks
included Makoto Fujita on the design and synthesis
of non-covalent assemblies, Fraser Stoddart on
molecular topology, Vincenzo Balzani on rotaxane-
and catenane-based machines, Ben Feringa on
rotors and motors, Devins Gust on artificial photo-
synthesis, and Jean-Pierre Launay on molecular
devices and transport. These thematic talks are
particularly well-translated into chapters, which is
more than can be said for other proceedings-
derived books. In addition to providing a window
into the “state of play” at the time of the confer-
ence, many important challenges for future aca-
demics are identified by these speakers.

The second, greater point of interest is the
transcriptions of the freewheeling discussions that
followed the talks. Although a dissonant note is
occasionally sounded by a questioner’s reference to a
speaker’s talk that was not transcribed into a chapter,
overall these discussions add much to the pleasure of
reading the book. Such conference discussions are
one of the most important forges of the scientific
process, and those in attendance wield their hammers
with great expertise. One can sense the intellectual
sparks flying as ideas are beaten into shape by
different minds, shedding the slag of muddled
thought with each blow, leading to solid, tempered
theories that can be used and built upon by others.

Several questions recurred as leitmotifs in these
discussions, such as:

o Should the functioning of natural biomachinery
be imitated in the creation of synthetic molecular
machines, or should new mechanisms be designed
from first principles?
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e To what degree should one be driven by utility
and application, as opposed to fundamental curi-
osity and even beauty in the synthetic pursuit of
complex molecular assemblies and mechanisms?
e Is it more useful to have enough knowledge to be
able to design, and then synthesize, an optimal
receptor for a given target molecule, or should
intelligence be applied to designing a system that is
capable of expressing an optimal receptor without
a priori knowledge of what that receptor should
look like ?

None of these questions have “right” answers,
which does not detract from the usefulness of
asking them.

Jonathan Nitschke
The University Chemical Laboratory
Cambridge (UK)
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Lithium batteries have ach-
ieved a leading role in modern
technology since, due to their high

energy content, they are the power
sources of choice for the portable elec-
tronic devices market (including popular
products such as cell-phones, laptop computers,
mp3 players, etc.), and are also entering aggres-
sively into the power tool equipment market.
Moreover, lithium batteries, by virtue of their
high energy efficiency, are leading contenders as
storage systems for alternative energy sources, and
they appear to be the most promising devices as
efficient power sources for hybrid vehicles, or even
fully electric vehicles, thus contributing to the
progress of sustainability in our society. Due to
these unique advantages and the prospect of new
applications, lithium batteries have attracted con-
tinuously growing interest worldwide, which has
also been stimulated by high levels of funding for
research and development. Academic and indus-
trial laboratories are now achieving important
advances and publishing their results. It is therefore
not surprising that many reviews and books
describing the chemistry of lithium batteries and
technological progress in the area are appearing in
the relevant literature and in libraries. This book
edited by Aifantis, Hackney, and Kumar and
published by Wiley-VCH is the latest addition to
such works. The book is pleasantly written and very
well edited. The only possible fault is in the lack of
information on some of the very latest develop-
ments in the field. For example, there are no
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